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Bellman Singer Gunnar Bohman

This popular Bellman singer and lute player, who for eleven years has
sung himself into the people’s hearts with countless concerts throughout
Sweden,  is  now  coming  to  America  on  his  first  concert  tour.
Acknowledged  by  critics  and fans  alike  as  today’s  best  interpreter  of
Bellman, his wide-ranging concerts include not only Bellman songs and
Fredmans  epistles  but  hundreds  of  older  and  newer  folk  songs  and
ballads.  

Gunnar Bohman is  the  faithful  image of  the  bard and troubadour of
bygone days,  performing in formal attire  as well  as Bellman costume
from the time of Gustaf III. The tour will  go “from the Atlantic to the
Pacific” and back again and encompass more than a hundred concert
and song evenings.  Not having a previously determined itinerary, it will
only  be  possible  for  the  larger  cities  where  Swedes,  Norwegians  and
Danes have  settled  to  take  advantage  of  his  ability  to  turn  a  dreary
evening into a happy occasion and bring greetings from the  musical,
magical North. This is the only way a singer of such stature can reach
the far-flung Swedish-American communities in this country.

In recent years Mr. Bohman, a member of the Odd Fellows and native of
Gothenburg, has lived in Stockholm during the winter and in Leksand
during the summer. He will depart from Sweden on October 6th on board
the Swedish American Line’s SS  Stockholm and begin the tour in New
York  with  a  concert  October  18th  sponsored  by  the  Lyran  Singing
Society.  

Mr.  Bohman’s  impresario  is  Mr.  C.  A.  Lindström,  82  Train  Street,
Boston, Massachusetts. 

      

    



    

Svenska Amerikanska Posten  December 12, 1923

"Svenska  Amerikanska  Posten"  (the  Swedish  American  Post)  was
published weekly in Minneapolis from 1885 until 1940.



Gunnar Bohman’s concerts

On occasion people come from Sweden, who back home are regarded as
“third-class or fourth-class artists”.  But they play to packed houses here
and receive much acclaim in the Swedish-American press.  We also have
our own “artists”, who can scarcely be classified as any better.  Yet they
travel from town to town and often appear at sold-out concerts.  

Then a first-class artist from Sweden comes along — a genuine artist —
and has to perform to a nearly empty room.  That’s what happened to the
famous Swedish Bellman singer Gunnar Bohman, who gave concerts at
the Studio Recital Hall last Saturday and Sunday. On Saturday evening
only about fifty people showed up. On Sunday evening it was somewhat
better with nearly half of the seats filled.  

Mr. Bohman had barely begun singing the first number on the program,
“Hej Dunkom”, before it was clear that one was witnessing a performer of
the highest rank and a singer, who possessed a baritone voice that while
not  powerful  was  especially  rich,  mellow  and  congenial.  And  as  the
program went on, that belief grew even stronger. There was something of
old Swedish culture about the singer and his presentation.  His mimicry
was  really  exceptional.   He  carried  it  off  in  a  completely  irresistible
manner, and one could not help but laugh.

The most dramatic and — in this reviewer’s  opinion — most effective
numbers were the old song “Mellbom”, the Norwegian song “Byssan Lull”
and Fredman’s epistles 33 and 9.  The latter two might have been hard to
follow  for  those  who  haven’t  read  these  epistles.  Bellman  paints  the
varying situations with only a few words, and one caricature follows the
other in quick succession. Bohman’s commentary and the dramatic flair
of his performance were of great help in understanding Carl Michael’s
rapid-fire sketches.

Fröding’s “Han och ho” and “Tre käringar” were quite humorous, as was
Dahlgren’s “Fästmansköpet”. Even in these pieces the artist’s mimicry,
gestures  and  tone  of  voice  brought  the  characters  vividly  to  life.
Bohman’s  impersonations  are  in  no  small  way  reminiscent  of  the
eminent actor Anders de Wahl. This is not to suggest that the artist was
copying de Wahl or had taken him as a role model. The above numbers
lay completely within Bohman’s special genre, of which he is an obvious
master. 



He also presented some serious material such as Wadman’s “Min lilla vrå
bland bergen” and Bellman’s “Om Haga” along with an encore from Dan
Andersson’s  “Svarta Ballader”.  In doing so Mr.  Bohman distinguished
himself once again.  Another encore was “Gubben Noak”, and probably
no one present had ever heard this old piece sung in such a manner.

Mr. Bohman accompanied himself on the lute. During the performance of
the Bellman epistles he was dressed in a very attractive and appropriate
outfit from the happy days of Gustaf III.

 

Concert songs

BELLMAN
Fredman’s epistle 09
Fredman’s epistle 33

Gubben Noak
Om Haga

DAHLGREN
Fästmansköpet

FRÖDING
Han och ho

Tre käringar i en backe

FOLKSONGS
Byssan lull

Hej Dunkom
Min lilla vrå bland bergen

När Melbom i krig skulle draga



Vestkusten  January 24, 1924 



November 13, 1924 Ironwood, MI

November 15, 1924 Ironwood, MI



Svenska Amerikanska Posten  May 1925 



Olle i Skratthult
America’s foremost comedian, now

on his 19th American tour,
with his popular company.

During the winter  of  1924 – 1925 this company has undertaken two
tours of  the West  Coast  from San Diego to the Canadian border and
everywhere  enjoyed  success  and  been  met  with  great  enthusiasm.
Excerpts from the latest newspaper accounts follow:

“Others come, shine brightly and disappear, but Olle and his company
seem  to  become  —  if  possible  —  more  popular  with  each  year.”  —
Svenska Pressen, Spokane.

“In his role as a funny man Olle has to a greater extent than others won
the good will of his countrymen.” — Oregon Posten, Portland.

“Everyone enjoyed the excellent and interesting program.” — Vestkusten,
San Francisco.

“The company’s star, Olle’s esteemed wife, delighted everyone with her
singing and dance numbers.”  — Pacific Tribune, Seattle.

“Olle was here last week and appeared before a large audience at the D.
B. Temple. His company and his own performance were appreciated by
the public, which responded with hearty applause after every number.
One of those present remarked that one never grew tired of Olle. He is
like a good wine that improves with age.” — Svenska Tribunen Nyheters
correspondent in Detroit, MI. 

NOTE

The above text was followed by the announcement of upcoming tours
with Gunnar Bohman in the May 6th and May 27th editions of Svenska
Amerikanska Posten.   



Svenska Amerikanska Posten  May 6, 1925

New attraction:
Gunnar Bohman from Stockholm,

Sweden’s most famous singer and actor,
has been engaged for this tour.

Now “Olle” is back and in the near future will visit the following places in 
Minnesota: Little Falls, Princeton, Willmar, Dassel, Starbuck, Alexandria,
Detroit Lakes, Thief River Falls, Fosston and Fertile.

Always a dance after the program at all locations.



Svenska Amerikanska Posten  May 27, 1925

New attraction:
Gunnar Bohman from Stockholm,

Sweden’s most famous singer and actor,
has been engaged for this tour.

Now “Olle” is back and in the near future will visit the following places in 
South Dakota, Nebraska and Iowa: Baltic, Beresford, Sioux City, Wausa, 
Oakland, Wahoo, Stromberg, Osceola and Holdrege.

Always a dance after the program at all locations.



Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe 06-25-25

NEW ATTRACTION - OLLE I SKRATTHULT

America’s foremost Swedish comedian
and his Popular Company.

Gunner Bowman, Sweden’s famous singer and actor.
  

Now in his nineteenth season in America.

Scandinavian Hall
Ironwood.

Wed. July 1
8 P.M.

Tickets in advance 50¢.  
For sale at Otto Nattelblad Tailor Shop.  

Tickets at door 75¢.

DANCE AFTER SHOW



Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe 07-01-25

SWEDISH COMEDIAN AT 
IRONWOOD HALL TONIGHT

Olle  i  Skratthult,  well  known  Swedish  comedian,  will  appear  at  the
Scandinavian  Hall  this  evening  at  8  o’clock  with  an  entirely  new
program.  He has appeared here on numerous occasions in the past and
has always been popular with Ironwood audiences.

The company will present a program of solos, duets, quartets, comical
songs, monologues and Swedish national dances.

Gunner Bowman, famous singer and actor, is one of the members of the
company.

The organization has just returned from a ten months’ tour of the Pacific
coast.



GUNNAR BOHMAN

Karl  Gunnar  Bohman  (1882–1963)  was  a  Swedish  writer,  composer,
troubadour and lute player.  A native of Gothenburg, he was a guest
artist with the Olle i Skratthult Company in 1925. In the American press
his last name was sometimes spelled “Bowman”.
  
Gunnar Bohman debuted as a troubadour in 1911. He was active at the
Cabaret  Gillet  in  Stockholm in  the  years  around 1920,  where  among
other  things  he  introduced Evert  Taube to  the  public.  He toured the
United States between 1923 and 1925. He was known as a master of
facial  expressions,  and  his  style  was  that  of  the  classic  lute-playing
troubadour, a one-man theater where voice and lute, mime and acting
combine to form a total scene.  



OLGA LINDGREN

“We made recordings of  Olle  i  Skratthult's  wife Olga Lindgren on two
occasions. I think that I was the first to ask her where she got her songs.
She said it was Gustav Fonandern, Lydia Hedberg and other Swedish
artists who traveled to the U.S. between 1910 and 1930, who introduced
new  material.  She  also  spoke  of  music  stores  in  Chicago  that  sold
Swedish sheet  music  and lyrics,  about  Swedish  recordings  from New
York  and  Chicago,  about  tours  across  the  vast  continent  and  about
diminishing audiences and difficulties in keeping up Swedish traditions.
Records from Sweden were sold in the U.S.,  enabling artists to learn
lyrics and melodies.”

— Uno Myggan Ericson  
Liner notes from the 1981 LP “From Sweden To America” 
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